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Meet the DUCK Lab! 
Directors: 

Dr. Janet Boseovski Dr. Stuart Marcovitch 
 

Lab Managers: 
Jessica Caporaso  Kimmy Marble 

 

Post-Doc: 
Dr. Courtney Ball 

 

Doctoral Candidates: 
Kathleen Bettencourt Jessica Caporaso 

Kimmy Marble 
 

Master’s Candidates: 
Rachel Croce  Andrea Yuly 

 

Research Assistants & Volunteers: 
Jordan Anderson  Jessica Barselow 

Amber Campos  Abby Giles 
Danielle Guilbeault Kestyn Harris 

Emily Herry  Cherish Li 
Tabitha Mitchell  Haley Pegram 

Hanna Trent 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Post-Duck: Dr. Courtney Ball! 
 

 
The DUCK Lab is excited to welcome a new Postdoctoral Fellow 

to the lab! Postdoctoral fellows (or “postdocs”) have earned 
their Ph.D. and engage in mentored scholarship to expand their 
professional training, skills, and expertise to continue building 

their research portfolio. Courtney comes to us from the 
University of Rochester, where she earned her Ph.D. under the 
direction of Dr. Judith G. Smetana. In addition to teaching and 

fostering community relationships, her main focus is to develop, 
conduct, and oversee research projects in the DUCK Lab and at 

the Greensboro Science Center. Her research centers on the 
affective, cognitive, and social processes associated with the 
development of moral reasoning and judgments in early and 

middle childhood. For example, she is currently examining how 
social inequalities influence children’s evaluations about unfair 

allocations of necessary and luxury resources, as well as 
whether children consider in kind retaliation to be justified (i.e., 

“An eye for an eye”) or wrong (i.e., “An eye for an eye makes 
the whole world blind”). At the Greensboro Science Center, she 

is working along with DUCK Lab graduate students to examine 
how children and parents interact and use different features of 

exhibits to foster interest in, and understanding of, scientific 
knowledge. Be on the lookout for her research shortly; we are 

happy to have her join us! 

 

New Addition to the Child Development 
Research Center, Dr. Jasmine DeJesus! 

 

 
 

Dr. DeJesus is thrilled to join the Child Development 
Research Center! She directs the Development, Culture, 

and Health Lab, which examines how children’s beliefs and 
knowledge change across development (or in some cases, 

stay the same!), how children’s social and cultural 
experiences shape their choices and attitudes, and how we 

can leverage developmental science methods to study 
health outcomes and promote child and family health and 
well-being. Dr. DeJesus is excited to partner with the DUCK 
Lab and to work with the Greensboro community, and she 

is enjoying getting to know the great students at UNCG. 
 

Website: devculturehealth.com  
Facebook: @UNCGdevculturehealth 

Phone: 336-256-0052 

 
 



 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Postdoc Research Spotlight 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Chris Erb was a postdoc in our lab and has moved on to a new 
position as an Assistant Professor at the University of Auckland in 

New Zealand! During his time in the lab, he worked on projects 
that investigated how children develop the ability to control their 

thoughts and actions. In these projects, children wore a small 
device on their pointing finger that enabled us to record their 

hand movements as they played computer games on a 
touchscreen. 

 

One of these computer games investigated how children develop 
the ability to focus attention and filter out distractions. Children 
performed a visual search task in which they were instructed to 

touch a circle that appeared on the screen among three 
diamonds. On half of the trials, one of the diamonds would 

appear in a different color than other shapes. These trials were 
more difficult because, even though color was irrelevant to the 
task, color is salient and can be hard to ignore completely. We 
found that children, adolescents, and adults were all distracted 

equally by color in the task, but adolescents and adults were 
better able to overcome and compensate for the distraction. 

 

Another game investigated how children control their impulses. 
Children were presented with a line of arrows and were 

instructed to identify which direction the center arrow was 
pointing. To provide the correct response on the trials where the 

arrows were pointing different directions, children had to 
override their impulsive response to follow the direction cued by 

the majority of the arrows and instead respond to the center 
arrow alone. Findings revealed that children and adults were 

equally capable of detecting when their impulsive response was 
inappropriate, but adults were better able to override their 

impulsive responses. These findings help us to understand why 
children may experience behavioral or academic difficulties in 
some circumstances and identify ages at which we might best 

target the development of impulse control skills. 
 

 difficulties so that we can work toward skill d  
 

 and will help ultimately help us to improve impulse control in 
children. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How is my child’s information stored and used? 
Your child’s personal information is only 

accessible to our trained DUCK Lab members. 
Also, we use ID numbers on all stored data so 
that the information that we collect cannot be 

paired readily with your child’s name. 
 

How are DUCK Lab members trained? 
All of our student research assistants have 

received rigorous training in ethical research 
practice and the proper administration of 

research protocols. 
 

How can I be confident that the studies are okay 
for my child? 

All our research is approved by the Institutional 
Review Board (IRB) at UNCG. They help to ensure 

that our studies are always designed with your 
child’s well-being in mind. 

 

What are the studies like for my child? 
Our data are collected through playing games 

and reading stories rather than “tests” in which 
children feel pressured to produce “right” 

answers. 
 

Further questions? Feel free to contact us! 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for participating! 
 

A Child's World- Cherry, A Child's World- Hartman, Apple Tree Academies – Greensboro, Apple Tree Academies - High Point, Arts and Basics, Big Brothers Big Sisters of High Point, Blanche S. Benjamin Branch 
Public Library, Building Blocks Children's Center, Childcare Network #162, Childcare Network #161, Childcare Network #237, Childcare Network #242, Childcare Network #56, Childcare Network #78, Childcare 
Network #157, Childcare Network #163, Childcare Network #207, Children's Christian Playschool, City Market, Cogic Cathedral, College Hill Childcare Co-operative, Curry 205 UNCG, Curry Annex UNCG, Day in 
the Park Festival, Excel Christian Academy, Faith Wesleyan Childcare, Fellowship Day School, First Baptist Preschool, First P resbyterian Weekday Preschool, First Step Preschool, Friendly Ave Christian School, 
Greensboro Science Center, Greensboro Summer Solstice, Hartley Dr. Family YMCA, Hayes Taylor YMCA A.S. Program, Hemphill Branch Library, Hester's Creative Schools, Inc., Holy Trinity Day School, Jesse 
Wharton Elementary School, Jones Elementary School, Junior League of Greensboro Touch-a-Truck Festival, Kids Ahead, Kids-R-Kids 1, Kids-R-Kids 2, La Petite Academy - Greensboro, LeBauer Park, Little Bo 

Peep Daycare, Little Feet Learning Center, Little Mouse Playhouse, Little One's World Academy, Little Thinkers, Mainstreet United Methodist Preschool, May Memorial Library, McGirt-Horton Branch Library, 
Mt. Pleasant Daycare Center, Muirs Chapel Christian Playschool, Our Children's House, Partners  in Childcare, Rainbow Childcare Center, Science Everywhere, Spartan Cinema, Spears Family YMCA, Sunshine 

House - Lawndale, Sunshine House - Vandalia, Sunshine House - Samet, Sunshine House - Walker, The Learning Palette Preschool, Triad Christian Academy, Wee Care CDC, West Market Methodist Early 
Childhood Center 

 

Greensboro Science Center 
 

Our collaborative research partnership with the 
Greensboro Science Center has continued with an 
exciting new project! The GSC is one of just seven 

accredited locations in the U.S. to house a zoo, science 
center, and aquarium. Did you know that they also 

have two large exhibit areas for children to engage in 
some "hands-on" play? Sci-Play Bay is designed with an 
"under the sea" theme and features technology-based 

activities while Jeansboro Junction includes farm-
themed activities outside in the Friendly Farm area. 

  
If you see us around these areas, stop by and say hello! 
As part of the current project, we are helping the GSC 
collect information about how families interact with 

features in both of these spaces. 
 

 


